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Scouting and 
Humanitarian Action 

YOUTH PROGRAMME



Content
l Introduction

l Historical background

l Overview of 
humanitarian action in 
Scouting

l WOSM’s approach to 
humanitarian action 

l WOSM’s Humanitarian 
Action Guidelines

l The Service Model

l Next steps



At the end of the 
presentation, 
viewers should:

• Understand the link between 
humanitarian action and 
Scouting

• Get an overview of Scouts’ 
initiatives in that area

• Understand WOSM’s 
approach and the next steps



What is 
humanitarian action?



Why bring that 
into Scouting?





Historical 
Background

• WWI

• WWII

• 1944: The Scout 
International Relief Service, 
UK

• 1947: Displaced Persons 
Division of the Boy Scouts 
International Bureau 



Related World Scout Conference 
Resolutions

• 1939-12: Displaced person
• 1947-14: DP Division
• 1953-06: Refugees
• 1963-05: International aid
• 1969-07: Community 

Service
• 1993-04: Solidarity 
• 1996-08: Organizations of 

Scouts in Exile
• 2011-17 …

Historical 
Background



Resolution 
2011-17

• urges all NSOs to RESPOND 
urgently to any 
national/international emergency 

• to remain always Prepared to 
respond 

• encourages the World Scout 
Bureau 
• to work in Partnership with 

aid agencies 
• to provide Coordination, 

technical and Professional 
support to NSOs





Scouting’s 
response

• Local units level

• NSO level

NSO 
Active 
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Support expected from the WSB
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Financial support

Global training

Toolkit

Policy and gudelines

NSO With No Experience

NSO With Experience



WOSM’s 
approach

• Build resilience through life 
skills in the Youth Programme

• Make Scouting accessible to 
more young people, regardless 
of their current situation

• Support better preparedness 
and capacity building of NSOs

• Develop strategic partnerships 
with humanitarian actors 



WOSM’s 
approach

• Position Scouting as key 
stakeholder

• Advocate for non-formal 
education in emergencies 

• Bring Scouting to young 
people in humanitarian crises 

• Streamline WSB’s support to 
NSOs involved in HA



Humanitarian Action 
Guidelines



Next steps

• Youth Programme

• Preparedness and 

response to crises

• Scouting in humanitarian 

settings

• Partnerships

• Funding

• Coordination
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“Be prepared... The meaning 
of The motto is that a scout 
must Prepare himself by 
previous Thinking out and 
practicing How to act on any 
accident or Emergency so that 
he is never Taken by surprise.”

Baden Powell



Thank You


